
Black  

The Chelsea Record • Thursday, March 31, 2016 Page 3Phone: 617-884-2416  Fax: 781-485-1403

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

POLICE Briefs

12 YEARS FOR MACHETE ATTACK AT EL 
CORRAL

A Chelsea man has been sentenced to prison after he was 
convicted today of attacking a bouncer with a machete in 2014, 
Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel F. Conley said.

A Suffolk Superior Court jury deliberated for one day before 
convicting JOSE DAVID BENITEZ (D.O.B. 11/29/88) this 
morning of mayhem and aggravated assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon.  Judge Elizabeth Fahey sentenced Benitez 
to 10 to 12 years in prison and a consecutive probationary term 
of 20 years.  Assistant District Attorney Montez Haywood of 
the DA’s Senior Trial Unit had recommended a term of 14 to 15 
years in prison followed by five years of probation.

Haywood presented evidence and testimony to prove that on 
the night of Nov. 23, 2014, Benitez attempted to enter El-Corral 
bar in Chelsea at approximately 11:30 p.m. but was denied en-
trance by a bouncer.  Surveillance video captured Benitez as he 
began to walk away but then pull a machete from his pants and 
charge at the bouncer.  The victim raised his left arm to protect 
himself and was struck by the machete just below the wrist.  He 
was able to dive into the bar and close the door behind him. 

“The victim’s hand was nearly severed,” Conley said. “But 
had he not raised his arm to protect himself, his injuries could 
have been much worse – and possibly fatal.”

Through the course of their investigation, Chelsea Police 
spoke with people known to Benitez who each identified him as 
the assailant in surveillance images capturing the attack.

Police learned that Benitez had arranged to pick up his fi-
nal paycheck from his employer on Dec. 3, 2014, before taking 
what he told his employer would be a leave of absence.  Offi-
cers were prepared to arrest him at his Boston workplace on that 
date, but Benitez never appeared.  He fled to Loudoun County, 
Virginia, where he was arrested by U.S. Marshals less than two 
weeks later on Dec. 14.

Jennifer Sears and Alyssa Nelson-Kamalu were the DA’s as-
signed victim-witness advocates. Benitez was represented by 
David Grimaldi.

SCHOOLS TO PARTICIPATE IN POLICE/FIRE 
DRILLS THIS SPRING

Throughout the months of April and May, each school in 
Chelsea will participate in a mock or practice evacuation drill 
as part of our Run, Hide, Fight training for students and staff. 
The evacuation drills will be conducted in conjunction with 
the Chelsea Police Department and Chelsea Fire Department. 
Each school will participate in the evacuation on a separate day 

sometime in April and May. The schools will not be able to 
inform parents of the exact day as that will compromise the 
nature of the drill. The schools wanted to inform parents of this 
coming event so that they are not alarmed or worried when ob-
serving a school evacuating to an assigned location in the city.

Any questions are to be directed to the principal of the stu-
dent’s school 

A robocall from the City is expected in early April with more 
details.

BUSTED FOR CRACK DEALING ON FOURTH 
STREET

On March 25, Drug Control detectives set up a surveillance 
in the area of Division and Fourth Streets, an area that the de-
partment has received complaints about street level drug deal-
ing. 

The officers observed a drug transaction occur and placed 
the suspect into custody, while at the station during booking the 
detectives recovered seven plastic baggies containing what is 
believed to be crack cocaine.

Donne Agogo, 22, of 235 Chestnut St., was charged with 
distribution of a Class B drug, conspiracy and possession to 
distribute crack cocaine.

ROBBED WITH A MACHETE
An Everett man is charged this week with serious charges 

after he allegedly robbed a man near the Williams School early 
on Easter Sunday with a machete.

On Sunday March 27, a victim stated to police that he was 
robbed by individuals near the Williams School, and one of the 
attackers was in possession of a machete. The victim fearing for 
his safety complied with his attackers demands and gave them 

his cell phone and money.
A description was given to other officers. A short time later 

officers observed a male fitting the description of one of the 
attackers. After a brief foot chase, the subject was placed into 
custody. The victims' phone and money was seized from the 
suspect that was placed into custody.

Jairo Rivera, 21, of Everett, was charged with armed rob-
bery, receiving stolen property over $250, carrying a dangerous 
weapon, disturbing the peace, carrying a dangerous knife, as-
sault with a dangerous weapon, assault and battery on a police 
officer and two counts of resisting arrest.

REVERE YOUTH ROBS HELLER’S, STABS 
MANAGER

A Revere youth was arrested on Sunday after police inter-
rupted an attempted armed robbery at Heller’s Liquors as the 
young man stabbed a manager in the head.

At 8:20 p.m. Chelsea Officers responded to Hellers Liquor 
Mart  at 429 Broadway and interrupted a robbery in progress. 
Officers observed two employees in a physical confrontation 
with a juvenile who was armed with a knife. After a strug-
gle with officers, the suspect, a 17 year old from Revere, was 
placed into custody. One store employee was cut on the head by 
the suspect during the incident. Officers recovered a knife and 
crack cocaine on the juvenile. 

The store employee received non life threatening injuries and 
was treated at Whidden Hospital. The 17 year old was ordered 
held in a juvenile facility Sunday night.

The arrested juvenile will face Armed Robbery, A&B with 
a Dangerous Weapon as well as Possession of Class B Drugs 
charges at a future juvenile proceeding.

By Seth Daniel

A few months into the en-
hanced City Navigator pro-
gram, a new model of instant 
services for those in Belling-
ham Square who are homeless 
and/or addicted to drugs or al-
cohol has shown great prom-
ise - with the key words being 
“on demand.”

Pastor Ruben Rodriguez, 
an experienced Navigator, and 
new Navigator Michael Cain 
are working in concert with 
CAPIC, North Suffolk Mental 
Health, Bay Cove and other 
City departments to be able 
to instantly offer services, a 
place to go and a program for 
getting out of the spin cycle 
that is the life of an addict.

“The mentality of an ad-
dict is they’re always ready 
to change, but they won-
der if they can just make it 
there,” said Rodriguez. “The 
Catch-22 is there are no beds 
or services available when 
they’re ready. Beds are avail-
able now and the thing with 
an addict is they don’t have 
a phone. When you call the 
these places for help, they 
don’t answer or you get a 
message saying to call back. 
The addict will lose hope and 
go back to the life. With us, 
they just have to get in a car 
and go to ASAP (Bay Cove) 

with us. They just have to sit 
and wait and someone find a 
place for them. We’re not go-
ing to clean up Bellingham 
Square and we’re not there 
to make sure no one is in the 
Square. We want to make sure 
they can get to a place where 
they need to be. We want to 
hold their hand and make sure 
they know we care about them 
and want them to get better.”

To that end, Bob Repucci 
of CAPIC said they have pur-
chased three guaranteed beds 
working with a sober home in 
the area - sort of a guarantee 
reservation that Rodriguez or 
Cain can activate at any time. 

First, a client will be placed 
in a detox facility for five to 
seven days. Then they will be 
transferred to a rehabilitation 
program for 30 days or until 
they are ready to come out and 
face the world sober - with 
most of those services being 
paid for by the state (Med-
icaid) or health insurance. 
When they are ready to come 
out, Repucci said, instead 
of going back to an environ-
ment that could cause them to 
relapse, they are guaranteed 
three months in a sober house 
on the City’s dime.

Through that time, they 
have an entire program that 
they participate in, including 
job readiness, a payee pro-

gram where their earnings are 
managed by a provider, regu-
lar drug testing, an internship 
at CAPIC and hopefully full 
employment soon after.

All the while, Rodriguez, 
Cain and other support net-
works are helping those that 
consent to maintain their new 
lives.

“Right now we have 15 
people involved in the pro-
gram and 77 percent of them 
are folks you would   normal-
ly find in Bellingham Square,” 
said Repucci. “We guarantee 
them three months of sober 

living. They get an internship 
at CAPIC and they get help 
working on their resume and 
finding a job. One of the 15 
has relapsed so far and gone 
back, but one person is now in 
permanent employment with 
a painting company. This is 
the solution, we believe, to 
the problem. It addresses the 
needs of one person at a time 
and develops programs for 
them one at a time. There is 
opportunity and hope here.”

Rodriguez said the target 
was to enroll at least 23 peo-
ple within the first year of the 

program, and since January 
they are well on their way 
with 15 people. The sense was 
that the response wasn’t going 
to be that great, but the Navi-
gators have found that the lure 
of “right now” has an appeal.

“We are three months into 
the program and we already 
have 15 persons participating 
in the program,” he said. “We 
are almost to the end of the 
first quarter of the year and I 
think we’ll probably go over 
budget. I believe that’s a good 
thing. This is making a differ-
ence.”

Making a difference 
doesn’t come easy.

With the victories voiced 
by Rodriguez and Cain, there 
are far more defeats.

People dying in their arms, 
people ready to go and then 
changing their minds.

There are people in the 
Square who want to change, 
really want to change, he said, 
but never can get over that 
hump. Working amongst it 
takes its toll, but both Rodri-
guez and Cain are people in 
recovery and understand the 
other side of the coin.

“I’ve dealt with this for 
seven years now,” said Rodri-
guez. “It’s very heart breaking 
work. The way I handle it is if 
they really want help, they’ll 
come back. It wasn’t until 

I was 45 that I changed my 
life. It is my faith in Jesus that 
keeps me going in this work. 
God didn’t give up on me and 
I don’t give up on these folks. 
It gets frustrating, but I want 
them to know we care about 
them and we’ll put them up 
and we are there when they’re 
ready. We can get them a place 
to stay and a shower and food 
instantly.”

Repucci said for years 
people in Chelsea, including 
himself, didn’t even notice 
those in the Square and had a 
wish that they would just go 
away. He said that all changed 
a few years ago after former 
City Manager Jay Ash intro-
duced the Navigator program 
and Repucci saw how it could 
work.

“Part of the problem is 
Chelsea has been geared to-
wards not embracing them,” 
he said. “It has been more that 
people wanted to see them 
go away…You have to know 
their stories. You have to hear 
them tell you what happened 
to them. You realize then that 
there isn’t much difference 
between you and them. It’s 
just the way fate has unfold-
ed. When you know the story, 
you get the compassion and 
you want to help. That’s what 
we’re doing her now and ded-
icating our lives to."

New wrap around services program already seeing results
Another piece of the new program has recently emerged 

through the purchase of a bus at a discount from Cataldo Am-
bulance - a bus that will provide a mobile place in the Square 
for those to seek shelter and hear about how they can change.

“Some need to take a step before treatment and the pro-
gram,” said Repucci. “This would be a place to seek shelter, 
get a cup of coffee and find out information.”

All of those getting on the bus would have to have an ID 
issued by the providers, known as the Mobile Outreach Team.

“Our eventual goal is to have a resource center where a 
person could take this step and get a shower and a meal,” said 
Repucci. “We tried that and it was controversial, but it’s still 
our goal. With this, though, we may not need our bigger goal. 
This could suffice. We don’t know yet.”

Eventually, Repucci and Rodriguez said they would like to 
bring health care to those in the Square and under the Tobin 
Bridge - particularly the homeless. They are working prelim-
inarily with Mass General, and East Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center is also interested in getting involved in some 
fashion.
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